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Proposal for a Workshop or Tutorial 






  

	Title of the workshop

	Developing Activity Theory in Information Studies (DATIS): building the AT community in IS 

	Main Contact Details

	Dr Boyka Simeonova, B.Simeonova@lboro.ac.uk

	Organizers 

	Dr Boyka Simeonova, b.simeonova@lboro.ac.uk, Loughborough University, UK
Dr Stan Karanasios, stan.karanasios@rmit.edu.au, RMIT University, Australia
Professor David K. Allen, d.allen@lubs.leeds.ac.uk, University of Leeds, UK
Dr Jyoti Mishra, j.l.mishra1@bradford.ac.uk, University of Bradford, UK
Dr Alistair Norman, a.w.t.norman@lubs.leeds.ac.uk, University of Leeds, UK


	Theme of the workshop

	Over the last two decades the use of Activity Theory has developed within the field of information systems (IS) (Allen et al., 2013; Karanasios & Allen, 2013; Karanasios 2018; Malaurent and Avison 2015; Simeonova, 2017), as well as related fields such as Human Computer Interaction (Kaptelinin & Nardi, 2006; Kuutti, 1996; Nardi, 1996), information studies (Allen et al., 2011; Spasser, 1999; Wilson, 2008; Hasan et al., 2016), organisation studies (Engeström 2000; Jazrabkowski 2003) and communications (Spinuzzi, 2012). However, while there is a growing community, the use and development of Activity Theory in IS remains underdeveloped and fragmented.

The purpose of the workshop is to strengthen and develop the community of IS scholars using Activity Theory as an analytic and explanatory framework to understand the relationship between information, knowledge, context, people and technology. While there is significant interest in this topic many of the researchers deploying Activity Theory are working as lone scholars within IS and related departments. 

The aim of the workshop will be threefold:
1. Strengthen and build the community of scholars within IS using Activity Theory to understand the relationship between information, knowledge, context, people and technology.
2. Provide an opportunity for scholars to reflect and gain feedback on work in progress or gain fresh perspectives.
3. Provide support for researchers that are starting to explore Activity Theory.
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	Format

	Following the previous years’ format, the workshop will take place over a full day. The first half of the day will focus on providing participants with a basic overview of the conceptual premises of Activity Theory and on exploring the ways in which it has been used by information scholars. The second half of the day will focus on making connections between information scholars deploying Activity Theory, stimulate discourse and advance the use of the theory. 


Detailed Workshop Timetable: 
09.00:	Welcome, participant introductions, and overview of the workshop. 
09:15:	Keynote presentation: Prof. Bob Galliers.
10.00:	Working Panel: Experiences form the field of scholars using Activity Theory.
11:00 	Break. 
11.30: 	Short paper presentations.
13:00: 	Lunch break. 

Afternoon Session:
13.45:	Welcome and introduction to afternoon sessions.
14.00:	Short paper presentations.
15:30:	Break.
15:45:  Breakout group work (organized by shared interests and themes): Tackling the challenges and opportunities of Activity Theory. 
16:30	Breakout group reports and discussion, planning follow-on opportunities, closing remarks. 
16.45:	Workshop end. 

Evening: Optional Dinner/social event to follow

	Suitability to ECIS audience

	This will be the third DATIS workshop building on recent and growing interest in activity theory in IS. We note there is a pool of IS scholars that are interested Activity Theory, apply Activity Theory or are interested in learning about it. Special issues in leading IS journals (e.g. Information Systems Journal) are a signal of the interest as well as recent journal publications in Information Systems Journal and MIS Quarterly. The workshop aims to bring together PhD students, early career academics and senior academics. In addition to the ECIS website we will use our extensive networks of IS and Activity Theory scholars to promote the workshop.

	Program committee members 

	A tentative program committee includes:
· Dr Natalie Pang, National University of Singapore, Singapore
· Dr Emma Forsgren, University of Leeds, UK
· Dr Zlatko Bodrozic, University of Leeds, UK
· Professor Patrick Finnegan, UNSW, Australia
· Dr Paul Kelly, La Trobe University, Australia
· Professor Reijo Miettinen, University of Helsinki, Finland
· Professor Bonnie Nardi, University of California Irvine, USA
· Associate Professor Raquel Benbunan-Fich, City University New York, USA
· Professor Wei Zhang, UMass Boston, USA


	Plan for publications 

	Proceedings of the workshop will be published on the web site of the AIMtech Research Centre at the University of Leeds: https://business.leeds.ac.uk/research-and-innovation/research-centres/aimtech/datis-workshops/.The purpose of the workshop is development of ideas and bringing together scholars rather than publication. 





	Target audience and expected attendance 

	
At 2nd DATIS workshop at ECIS in 2017 we had 17 registered participants in the workshop. At the 1st DATIS workshop at iSchools conference in 2016 we had 19 registered participants. We expect to reach 20 participants for ECIS in 2018.

The workshop aims to bring together scholars working with, or considering working with Activity Theory. The workshop will provide a unique opportunity to bring together early career researchers and more established researchers to discuss issues of interest and share research work. Therefore, this community building workshop provides an opportunity to: (1) introduce IS scholars to the basic conceptual premises of Activity Theory focusing on the use, development and contribution of Activity Theory; (2) provide a forum to extend the development of Activity Theory; and (3) It will also provide a networking opportunity for scholars already utilizing Activity Theory and an opportunity to discuss the contributions IS scholars can make to the wider Activity Theory community. The first and second DATIS workshops were very well attended. Also the workshop proved to be a very useful platform to discuss diverse IS studies utilising activity theory, e.g. usability research, poverty alleviation and e-commerce development, decision making within product development projects, social media in policing context, knowledge creation and sharing, information systems development flow, contradictions, as well as exploring the use of activity theory with other IS theories.  


	Workshop schedule 

	Deadlines for submission: 15th April 2018

Notification of acceptance: 25th of April 2018

Date of the workshop: 25th June 2018

Submission details and dates
· Submission of short paper (500 words): 15th April 2018 (this date can be changed, but we prefer to keep it later so that conference attendees can choose to attend after having a ECIS conference paper accepted)
· Short papers should be e-mailed to Boyka Simeonova, b.simeonova@lboro.ac.uk, with the words ‘DATIS Workshop’ in the title.
· Short papers will be circulated prior to the workshop.

Short paper submission is not required for attendance at the workshop.


	Special equipment needed 

	PC, projector and a screen

	Prior experience of the proposers in workshops organisation

	The workshop organisers have extensive experience organising multiple workshops and conferences for academic and practitioner audiences. Combined they have organised over a dozen international and local events. Allen, Karanasios and Norman organised the 2014 international conference on information behaviour in organisations (over 150 attendees). The proposers have also organised two international DATIS workshops: at ECIS 2017 in Guimarães and at the iSchools conference in Philadelphia in 2016. The team also has extensive experience working and publishing together.
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